
 

 

 

Thanksgiving 
Anne Voskamp writes the following:  As I reflected on Luke 17, I remembered my Sun-
day School teacher Mrs Morrison and could hear her voice asking, “Do you always re-
member to say thanks?” Yes, I think I know this one, so I skim through the passage. 
“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Rise and go; your faith has made you well.’” Wait. I trace 
back. Hadn’t Jesus completely healed him? Exactly like the other nine who were cured 
but hadn’t bothered to return to thank Him. So what does Jesus mean, “Your faith has 
made you well”? Some translations read, “Your faith has saved you.” Saved you? I dig 
deeper. It’s ‘sozo’ in Greek, the original language of the New Testament. Sozo means 
salvation, true wellness, complete wholeness. Jesus came that we might live life to the 
full. And when did the leper receive the saving to the full, whole life? When he returned 
and gave thanks.  Our wellness, our wholeness is intimately related to the giving of 
thanks. Mrs Morrison hadn’t said that.  Thanksgiving is the evidence of our acceptance 
of whatever He gives.  Thanksgiving is necessary to live the well, whole, fullest life. 
Thanksgiving –giving thanks in everything- always precedes the miracle.  

In Luke 22:19 we read: “And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 
them.”  In the original language ‘he gave thanks’ reads ‘eucharisteo’. The root word of 
eucharisteo is charis, meaning ‘grace’. But it also holds the derivative, the Greek word 
chara, meaning ‘joy’. St Augustine says that without exception, all try their hardest to 
reach the same goal, joy. That has always been the goal of the fullest life – joy. And 
my life knew exactly how elusive that slippery three-letter word, joy, can be. But where 
can I seize this holy grail of joy? Is deep chara joy to be found only at the table of 
thanksgiving? Is it that simple?  

As long as thanks is possible, then joy is always possible. Joy is always possible: when-
ever, meaning now; wherever, meaning here. The holy grail of joy is not in some exotic 
location or some emotional mountain peak experience. The joy wonder could be here! 
Here, in this piercing ache of now, joy might be – unbelievably – possible! Is the height 
of my joy dependant on the depths of my thanks?   

Ann Voskamp. One Thousand Gifts: A dare to live fully, right where you are. 
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Jesus cured 10 lepers. Only one returned to thank him. Jesus said: 
"Were not all ten made clean? The other nine, where are they? It seems 
that go one has come back to give praise to God, except this foreigner." 
And he said to the man, "Stand up and go on your way. Your faith has 
saved you."        
 
  

  —————————–———————-———————————-——— 

Covenant Books  phone & fax 01772 735993 
Opening hours: Thursday & Friday 10am-4.00pm;   Saturday 10.00-12noon   



 

 

    

   

Last Weekend: Attendance 80 Offertory £130. Thank you for your generosity. 
   
     

       Masses received this week:  

Special Intention (TB), John Rigby.   
 
 

Monday ‘Surgery’   

Fr. Peter will in Holy Family Church tomorrow (Monday) from 5.30-6.30pm  especially for 
anyone who wants a word about baptisms, weddings, Sacrament of Reconciliation etc.   
 

 

 

‘Serving our Parish Liturgy’ - POSTPONED  
The reflection for Readers and Eucharistic Ministers arranged for Saturday 19th October 
has ben postponed.  
This is because our Deanery has arranged training for all Eucharistic Ministers at St. 
Andrews, Cottam on Saturday 26th October, from 10am till 2pm.  Please bring packed 
lunch, tea and coffee provided. Suggested donation £5   Book by 19th Oct via email: 
parishpriest@standrewscottam.org.uk 
 

Events at St. Wilfrid’s Church  

 - ‘Three Woman who Shaped Preston: Patricia Harrison, Mon. 14th Oct 7.00-8.15pm. 

 - ‘John Henry Newman on Friendship’ - Fr. Dixie Taylor on Mon 21st Oct 7.30-9.00pm.  

  

‘Extraordinary Month of Mission‘ 
This October, Pope Francis has called the whole Church to reflect upon our response to 
Jesus Christ's command to 'go and make disciples of all the peoples'.  For the four 
weeks of October 2019, four themes have been approved by the Holy Father: 
 - A personal encounter with Jesus Christ living in his Church. 
 - The witness of missionary saints and martyrs. 
 - Biblical, catechetical, spiritual and theological formation for mission. 
 - Missionary charity as a commitment to support the Church’s missionary activity and 
communities too poor to support themselves, through Missio. 
  

Canonisation of John Henry Newman  - TODAY 
Newman was a leading priest in the Church of England whose conversion to Catholicism 
was a major event of the 1840s.  He was created a cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. This 
weekend he will be canonised by Pope Francis. If you have access to the internet, see 
www.newmancanonisation.com  
 

Christian Vocation -loved, called, gifted, empowered 
Prayer, reflection and discussion with Stephen Hoyland, a spiritual director employed by 
the Jesuits to lead retreats. Fr. Tom Singleton is kindly hosting the day at St. Joseph’s  
Cockermouth. Next Saturday 19th October from 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. Organised by 
ACTA.        

    

Certificate/Diploma in Pastoral Ministry/Leadership   
Our Diocese is undertaking a new venture in Pastoral Theology in conjunction with Loy-
ola University Chicago. Several other Northern English dioceses have already engaged in 
these programmes. Information Evening in The Pastoral Centre in Lancaster on Thurs-
day 17 October at 7:45pm. There will be members of the Course Team present as well 
as previous participants who can tell of their experience.  

        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
Share-It Food Bank (at Holy Family) 

Thank you for your donations of food. Priority items for the next few weeks are:   
 * UHT milk  *  Salt  * tinned potatoes  
 * beans & sausages *  tinned meats  Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 

          Please remember in your prayers …. 
Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray Mannion,  Rhoda Case, Bill York, Lawrence Dunnagan, 
Trevor Hughes, Claire; 
    

those who have died recently:  Regina LaValle; 

   and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Stan Baxendale, Irene 
Coulthard, Bert Bath, John Barnes, Henry Holden, Alice Green, Eva Cookson, Tom Hodges, 
Peter Rhodes, Mary Margaret Clarke, Eileen Wood, Sarah Fulter, Clare Ainsworth, Winifred 
Smith, Colin Sharkey, Jean Carter, Steve Gove, Leonard George Short, Winnie Taylor, Fr. 
James Morrisy, Agnes Shipcott, Tom Newsham, Joe Lund, Mary Alcock, Harry Duncan, 
Bernard Bonney, Frank Tollack.   May they rest in peace.    

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 12th October 2019 

Sat 6.00pm St. Anthony  Harry Thompson   

Sun  9.30am 

      11.00am  

St. Anthony 

Holy Family  

For our parish 

Lawrence Cartmell 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Prayer for Prisoners & families   

Mon  9.15am Holy Family Special Intention  

Tue  9.15am St Anthony   Richard & Mary Penney Feast: St. Teresa of Avila 

Wed 9.15am   St Anthony Fr. Dave Elder  

Thur 9.15pm  Holy Family Lancs Infirm Clergy Feast: St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Fri  9.15pm  

6.30-7.30pm  

St Anthony  

Holy Family  

Fr. Michael Lakeland Feast: St. Luke 

Exposition & Holy Communion 

Sat: 11.00am  

       6.00pm     

Holy Family 
St. Anthony 

Wedding - Murphy/Hesketh 

Frank Routledge 

 

Sun  9.30am 

     11.00am 

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

Joe & Margaret Counsell 

For our parish 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

World Mission Sunday (APF)   


